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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA in_South
Florida

The "Wreaths Across America" Project was born
out of a desire to honor and respect American
servicemen and women for their significant
contribution in  preserving our  Nation's
freedom. Across the Nation, this event has become
an annual tradition of laying Christmas wreaths at
the gravestones of our fallen veterans to express
appreciation for the freedoms we enjoy.

For the third year the AFA Gold Coast Chapter 351
has sponsored the Wreaths Across America event on
December 12th at the South Florida's VA National
Cemetery. The predicted rain did not keep the many
veterans, family members and friends from
remembering their comrades and loved oneduring
this very special Holy Day time in our Nation.

COLLINGS FOUNDATION WINGS OF FREEDOM
TOUR

Pompano Beach Air Park.....1/15/10 to 1/18/10
Stuart...... 1/18/10 to 1/21/10
Boca Raton.....1/21/10 to 1/25/10

Pictured L toR

Chapter Ran Meriam;Oscar
Correale,Director Harris and Shirley Klein, chapter members and in
the foreground Lloyd Lastinger, President of the Rsident's Council.
Photo by VKnudsen

AFA GOLD COAST MEMBERS VISIT THE
SANDY _NININGER VETERANS NURSING
HOME IN PEMBROKE PINES, DEC. 18

Chapter member visited the South Florida Ninninger VA
Nursing Home in Pembroke Pines for the holidays. WOscar
Correale, the congenial Recreation Director gave ughe
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grand tour of the building showing us the numerousservices
and activities the resident veterans have availableto
them. The veterans we met were most welcoming artde
time spent there put smiles on all our faces. EhGold Coast
chapter presented a VWi game to the Nursing Home for the
residents.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
Greetings, fellow AFA members:

| feel honored to have been asked to lead the Gold
Coast Chapter for the year 2010. | thank the council

members and appreciate their confidence in me.
With the council’'s and the membership’s support,

this year, my focus wil be, not only on the

continuation of the chapter's past successful
activities, but, to plan new chapter sponsored events.
Hopefully these events will entice many of you to
help out whenever possible.

Following many years of teaching and
administration in the school system | joined the
USAF Auxiliary/CAP and during my ten year term
as Squadron Commander, along with my unit
members, we participated in a number of AFA Gold
Coast Chapter Events. However, it has only been in
the last three years that | have had time to
participate on the GC council which in turn has led
to a better understanding of the AFA missions and
its reporting procedures. This current involvement
has led me to appreciate what we do as a chapter to
support our Nation’s Air Force; promote a public
understanding of aerospace power and general
aviation awareness.

Our Chapter Officers (Ran Meriam, Executive VP;
Joe Roberts, Finance VP; Milt Markowitz,
Membership VP; Loretta Young, Veterans' Affairs
VP; Fran Shaw, Government Affairs VP; ) remain
the same except that Linda Crawford is the new
secretary and the immediate Past President, Harvey
Bennett will stay on as the Aerospace Education VP.
There is a need for more members on the council so
if you have the time please send us your contact
information. If your time is limited join us in an
activity or two. Send us your updated contact
information.

We look forward to hearing your suggestions,
comments and your complaints.
In short, we look forward to hearing from you!

Excelsior,
Virginia Montalvo,
President

AFA Cold Coast Chapter

September 8, 2009 F-86 SABRE JET remounted at tiday
Park in Ft. Lauderdale. (Picture by Fran Shaw
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Sabre Jet Memorial Rededicated

ByRan Meriam

Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2009 marked a very
special day for the Gold Coast Chapter and was
perhaps our chapter’s finest hour. Years of working
this project finally came to fruition. The long-
pursued objective of getting the City’s F-86H Sabre
Jet repaired, repainted and remounted after
Hurricane Wilma knocked it down in October, 2005
was finally achieved. After pushing this project for
40 months, from January, 2006 until April, 2009, it
all came together this year. The City let a contract
for the jet's repair on April 21, the firm (American
Aero Services in New Smyrna Beach) picked up the
wounded bird June 9, returned it September 8 and
the gala dedication occurred November 11.

Your chapter had 57 attendees for a breakfast
program that Wednesday morning at the upscale
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Tower Club in downtown Ft. Lauderdale. We had
the pleasure and privilege of having Major General
Frederick “Boots” Blesse USAF (Ret) be our
featured speaker. Boots was a Double Ace in the
Korean War, flying the F-86E to his 10 kills. After
enjoying breakfast and hearing Boots speak, we then
moved to the dedication site on Sandy Nininger
Drive for the 11AM festivities. Despite inclement
weather, the gala dedication attracted several
hundred people who heard Mayor Jack Seiler,
Commissioner Charlotte Rodstrom, Boots and me
speak on that most welcome of days. As was stated at
the previous dedication on Veteran's Day, 2004,
before Wilma’s furies, it is so fitting that the jet,
which was obtained through the efforts of the late
Bob Rawls, once again rests proudly on its pedestal
on Sandy Nininger Drive. Bob and Sandy, as young
men in the military, were roommates at West Point.
Sandy earned
America’s first Medal of Honor as he was killed in
January, 1942 fighting the Japanese in the
Philippines. Bob and Sandy are reunited once again
at the Memorial.
The Mayor has stated he views the Sabre Jet
Memorial as a perfect site for various City functions
each year and not just as a venue for events once a
year on Veteran's Day. As chapter members, we can
all feel genuine pride in our achievement.
I+ ! , +,
PSS! -.- "

)
[1#012.3.4#

EV# S

AVIATION WEEKEND AT FT
LAUDERDALE SCIENCE MUSEUM
Chapter members, Ran Meriam, Harvey Bennett,
Loretta Young and Virginia
Montalvo participated in the first Aviation Weekend
of its kind at the
Fort Lauderdale Science Museum.
The museum has a wing dedicated to aviation and
aerospace activities with
numerous simulators. For this particular weekend,
many exhibitors, all
in the field of aviation, were invited to put on
demonstrations and share

their materials with interested museum visitors.
VKnudsen, a chapter member and the
Director/Instructor of an after school
program totally geared toward aviation instruction
invited us to share
her space at the museum. We were delighted to
distribute free balsam
planes and other materials to the young people. In
addition to our

recruiting table we had a free raffle of aviation
lessons plans and other
great materials to teachers or home schooling
parents The AFA mission to
bring aviation awareness to teachers and the general
public certainly
came into play that weekend and also gave us the
opportunity to networkanother segment of the
aviation community who did not know we (AFA)
existed. We look forward to participating again next
year.

Congresswoman lleana Ros-Lehtinen_honors Helen
Snhapp, one of the original WOMEN'S

AIRFORCE SERVICE PILOTS IN a ceremony at
her home, Sept. 11, 2009

»

Fran Shaw, SE FL AREA VP,is thanking Helen
Snapp for her service to her country at a
ceremony at her apt. that Congresswoman lleana
Ros-Lehtinen organized. The Congresswoman
sponsored the Congressional bill and it passed,

that all WASPs will receive the Congressional

Gold Medal. There are about 300 Women's
Airforce Service Pilots left in the U.S. The
ceremony will probably be in March, 2010 in
Washington, D. C.

FROM AIR FORCE MAGAZINE ONLINE-
VARIOUS DATES:
LONGTIME AIR FORCE EMPLOYEE

RETIRING: Helen Weaver, a historian for the past
37 years at the Air Force Historical Research Agencat
Maxwell AFB, Ala., and a government employee
overall for 52 vyears, is retiring. Weaver entered
government service fresh out of high school in 1953y
joining the VA's office in Montgomery, Ala. After
several Air Force jobs at home and abroad and a sti
with the Navy, she returned to Maxwell in 1972, jaiing
the AFHRA. In her current position, which she's had
since 1978, she helps track the lineage of USAF tsby
keeping tabs on them for changes. Weaver said shash
enjoyed all the years, especially the ones at the
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historical agency, and her job has been very rewaidg.
Her immediate plan after retiring is to travel. (Maxwell
report by Carl Bergquist)

ONE FINAL MISSION: World War Il bomber pilot
Bernerd Harding, now 90 and suffering from
prostate cancer, took a 30-minute ride in "The
Witchcraft," the last B-24 still flying, Sept. 25f  rom
Laconia, N.H., to Manchester, N.H. "It was fun. It
was worth it. It's history," he said after the flig ht,
the Associated Press reported  that day.
According to AP, Harding saw this as his final
mission and it gave him closure after 65 years
since the last time he flew in a B-24, on July 7,
1944, his aircraft was shot down over Germany
and he was taken prisoner. Harding, a resident of
Milford, N.H., also went back to Germany last
month prior to the flight to the village where he
was captured. He tried in vain to find the pilot's
wings he had hidden out of fear of reprisals by
the villagers.

White House Nominates Conaton as Air Force
Undersecretary: The Obama Administration
nominated Erin Conaton, who has served with the
House Armed Services Committee since 2001, to
become the undersecretary of the Air Force, a
position that has been vacant since Ronald Sega
left the post in August 2007. According to the
White House press release , Conaton currently is
committee staff director and previously served as
the minority staff director and as a professional
staff member covering a range of defense policy
issues. Prior to that, she was the research staff
director for DOD's US Commission on National
Security/21st  Century, known as the Hart-
Rudman Commission. She received a bachelor's
degree from Georgetown University's School of
Foreign Service and a master's degree from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University.

NEW TRAINING UNIT: The Air Force reactivated
the 479th Flying Training Group Oct. 2, this time
at NAS Pensacola, Fla., where it will lead the
service's newly structured combat systems
officer training starting next May. Per BRAC 2005,
the Air Force is consolidating its navigator,
electronic warfare officer, and weapons system
officer training into the single CSO schoolhouse
at Pensacola. Currently much of this training
goes on at Randolph AFB, Tex. Construction of
the 479th FTG's operations and academic
facilities at Pensacola will be complete by year's
end. When fully operational, the schoolhouse will
graduate about 360 officers per year. The group
had been inactive since July 2007 when its
undergraduate pilot and introduction to fighter

fundamentals training ended at Moody AFB, Ga.,
also as a result of BRAC 2005. (Pensacola report
by Michael Briggs)

Cyber Patriot Il Demonstration at the AFA
Convention in Washington, D. C. Members of the
ROTC listen to Vinton Cerf, one of the true
internet inventors (He invented the TCP/IP) as he
discusses cyber defense and the internet.

CYBER PATRIOT Il COMPETITION

November was a busy month for the 178 teams
across the country that participated in the 3
rounds of the cyber space defense competition.
Nearly 300 registered originally with the intent to
participate but for various reasons some had to
drop out. Eight (8) finalist will compete in
Orlando at the Air & War Symposium at the
Gaylord Shingle Creek Resort on February 19,
2010. The top 8 are:

1.CAP Beach Cities Cadet Sq 107 (PCR-CA-107),
Torrance, CA (Top Scorer at a combined 236%)
2.FL-952 F.W. Springstead HS, Spring Hill, FL
3.CAP Rochester Oakland Comp Sq (GLR-MI-
202), Rochester Hills, Ml

4/CAP Burlington Comp Sq (MER-NC-022),
Burlington, NC

5. CAP Seacoast Composite Sq (NER-NH-010),
Portsmouth, NH

6/NY-095 Newburgh Free Academy, Newburgh,
NY

7.NY-20031 Rome Free Academy, Rome, NY

8.UT-081 Clearfield HS, Clearfield, UT

NATIONAL CYBER CZAR NAMED : President
Obama has chosen Howard Schmidt to be White
House cybersecurity coordinator, responsible for
orchestrating the activities across the US
government to protect US cyber networks.
Schmidt brings more than 40 years of experience

in government, business, and law enforcement to




this position, including having served as vice
chair of President Bush's critical infrastructure
protection board. Schmidt said he will focus, per
Obama's guidance, on: developing a
comprehensive cybersecurity strategy; ensuring
an organized, unified national response to
threats; strengthening public-private
partnerships at home and international
partnerships abroad; promoting research and
development of cyber technologies; and leading
a national campaign to promote cybersecurity
awareness and education. Obama announced his
intent to create the cybersecurity coordinator
post back in May. (See White House Web site
blog entry on Schmidt's appointment, including
video of Schmidt introducing himself.)

VETERANS DOGS LEGISLATION —Loretta Young
On July 20, 2009, Cong. Ron Klein of Florida
introduced Bill HR3266 known as the "Wounded
Warrior K-9 Corps". This bill was set up to establish a
grant program to encourage the use of assistance g®o
by certain members of the Armed Forces and veterans
Subject to availability of appropriations provided for
such purpose, the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall jointly establsh the
program to award competitive grants to nonprofit
organizations to assist such organizations in plaring,
designing, establishing and operating programs to
provide assistance dogs to covered members and
veterans. This bill passed the House on Oct. 8thhd
will now go to the Senate. Not only because of mexh
medicine our veterans are surviving injuries that vould
have certainly been fatal in the past but these dsgare
trained in rehabilitation of PTSD (Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder) that assist

them with physical therapy and mental health issues
The bill was co-sponsored by Cong. Ed Whitfield of
Kentucky and the companion legislation in the Seate
is sponsored by Senators Al Franken (D-MN) and
Johnny Isakson (R-GA).
The Senate is expected to pass this measure and the
underlying bill by the time this article goes to pint.
Cong. Klein first announced his legislation at the
Broward County VA Clinic where he was joined by
Irwin Stovroff, a South Florida resident and former
World War Il Prisoner of War. Mr. Stovroff works
with organizations that train service dogs for veteans
and supports this important initiative with funds out of
his own pocket. Cong. Klein's legislation will hgd non-
profit organizations like Mr. Stovroff's meet their goal
of assisting wounded veterans, even in difficult
economic times, by providing competitive grants to
supplement their private fundraising. In attendane at
this Press Conference was also members of the AFA
Gold Coast Chapter 351 who brought this initiativeto
the attention of the BCVC (Broward County Veterans'
Council) who then joined forces to give more

creditability to the request of the Appropriations to
authorize the requested $5,000,000 for each of tffiscal
years 2010 through 2014.

AFA FLORIDA CONVENTION —JULY 9-2010
YOUR GOLD COAST CHAPTER IS THE HOST
FOR THIS CONVENTION!

AFA FLORIDA WINTER MEETING — Feb. 20
Shades of Green, Disneyworld, Orlando. See
registration info on the next page.

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS ARE

SPECIAL. THEY SUPPORT OUR
CHAPTER! PLEASE SUPPORT THEIR
BUSINESSES!

EXCELLENT REACH, INC.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

BANYAN AIR SERVICE
Ft. Lauderdale Executive Airport
1635 NW 5f' Place. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309
800-200-2031 954-491-3170
www.banyanair.com

CIRCLE MORTGAGE
6600 Taft Street. Hollywood, FL
954-981-6800

AZTECA REAL RESTAURANT
MEXICAN FOOD

8800 State Road 84, Davie, FL 33324
954-474-5226 FAX 954-472-9575

DINO’S HAIR CENTER
7181 W. Oakland Park Blvd,Lauderdale, FL
Oakbrook Plaza; 1 ¥2 mi E of Univ. Blvd.
954-742-5111

AMERICAN AERO SERVICES
330 South Street, New Smyrna Beach,FL32168
Gary Norville, President
386-423-7700 FAX 386-423-0622
Gary@AmericanAeroServices.com

FT. LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE
AIRPORT ADMINISTRATION
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

SHELDON PITTLEMAN
Vice President and Financial Advisor
MORGAN STANLEY SMITH BARNEY
2400 E. Commercial Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
954-267-5696 FAX-954-267-5698 800-669-726
Sheldon.pittleman@ morganstanley.com
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AIR FORCE GALA - FEB 19, 2010

Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel - on Universal Boulevard in Orlando
A special AFA member (non-business) rate of $150 per person
has been established for this prestigious black-tie dinner celebrating

""Aerial Reconnaissance"
Please reserve  _____ tickets @ $150.00each = $
Name: Email or Phone:
Make check payable to: AFA-CFC Gala
Mail to: Tommy Harrison, Gala Chairman, 1231 Lake Piedmont Cir., Apopka 32703-7457

I To be Received by February 12, 2009 I
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (FLORIDA)
STATE/REGION MEETING - FEB 20, 2010
Shades of Green on Walt Disney World Resort, Orlando, FL

Registration ...... ( )x $13.00 $
(includes Continental Breakfast, beverages, hospitality, printing, etc.)

n nas g

Lunch ................ ( ) x $17.00 $
Dinner ............... ( ) x $ 25.00 $
OR | Total package .... ( )x$55.00 = $
Name: Make check payable 10: AFA-CFC
AFA Position: Mail to:  Bryan B. Paul, Treasurer
Organization: 1214 Swan Street
Ph: ( ) Winter Springs, F1. 32708-4108
------------------ Cut Here -----------------

Availability and price good ONLY through January 17,2009
SHADES OF GREENHOTELREGISTRATION

Room Rate Based on Rank - $131 per room (no tax)

Check the Shades of Green website (www.shadesofgreen.org) for room rate schedule

*#+ Rate applies up to 4 days before and/or 3 days after ***
Located between the Manolia and Palm Golf Courses

Online Reservations: .
Call Reservations:
www,shadesofgreen.org
Reservations Page (then to bottom of page) | OR Local: 407-824-6483
Long Distance: 1-888-593-2242

Fill in sections 1, 2 & 4 on left
Group Code: W002CENTRA (casc sensitive) Group Code: 1002CENTRA

Important: Cancellation date is also January 17th!

i FlyghtLiner Jan 2010 m
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AIR FORCE GALA - FEB 19, 2010

Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel - on Universal Boulevard in Orlando
A special AFA member (non-business) rate of $150 per person
has been established for this prestigious black-tie dinner celebrating

""Aerial Reconnaissance''
Please reserve tickets @ $150.00cach = §$
Email or Phone:

Name:
Make check payableto: AFA-CFC Gala
Mail to: Tommy Harrison, Gala Chairman, 1231 Lake Piedmont Cir., Apopka 32703-7457

| To be Received by February 12, 2009 I
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (FLORIDA)
STATE/REGION MEETING - FEB 20, 2010
Shades of Green on Walt Disney World Resort, Orlando, FL

Registration ...... ( ) x $13.00 $
(includes Continental Breakfast, beverages, hospitality, printing, etc.)

in nas

Lunch ................ ( )x $17.00 $
Dinner ............... ( ) x $25.00 $
OR | Total package .... ( )x$5500 = $
Name: Make check payableto: AFA-CFC
AFA Position: Mail to: Bryan B. Paul, Treasurer
Organization: 1214 Swan Street
Ph: ( ) Winter Springs, F1. 32708-4108
------------------ Cut Here -----------------

Availability and price good ONLY through January 17,2009
SHADES OF GREENHOTELREGISTRATION

Room Rate Based on Rank - $131 per room (no tax)

Check the Shades of Green website (www.shadesofgreen.org) for room rate schedule

#*#*% Rate applies up to 4 days before and/or 3 days after ***
Located between the Manolia and Palm Golf Courses

Online Reservations: .
Call Reservations:
www.shadesofgreen.org
Reservations Page (then to bottom of page) | OR Local: 407-824-6483
Fill in sections 1, 2 & 4 on left Long Distance: 1-888-593-2242
Group Code: W002CENTRA (case sensitive) Group Code: 1802CENTRA

Important: Cancellation date is also January 17th!

1 FlightLiner Jan 2010 m




